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1-DEFINITION

582.] The word haematemesis is generally applied to the vomiting of
obvious blood in considerable amount; it does not refer to 'occult blood'
and is seldom applied to 'coffee grounds'. The event is alarming and
therefore emphasized and recorded; the amount lost may be much
exaggerated and is rarely measured; the loss of a pint is a large haemo-
rrhage. The blood may come from arteries, veins, or capillaries, with Sources of
variations in symptoms; haematemesis is often accompanied by melaena,
especially in bleeding from the duodenum.

2-AETIOLOGY
Haematemesis, as it occurs in the Dunedin Hospital of about 300 beds,
was reviewed by Russell Chisholm (1934) who found ten instances among
756 adult medical admissions in one year, and 100 cases in ten years. I
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